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DEKRA Highlights Changes to RoHS Directive

No More Plasticizers in Electronic Products

A ban on certain phthalate plasticizers in electronic products comes into
force on July 22, 2019. The most recent amendment to the RoHS Directive
forbids the use of four substances in most electrical and electronic
equipment, for example in power cable insulation. Manufacturers and
importers must ensure that their products are free of these plasticizers if
they want to avoid costly product recalls, advise experts from DEKRA.

The RoHS Directive (2011/65/EU) includes a list of prohibited substances in
electrical and electronic equipment. This ban has covered heavy metals and
brominated flame retardants since 2005 and has now been expanded to include
the plasticizers DEHP, BBP, DBP, and DIBP. These phthalates are already
subject to a range of specific prohibitions, such as restrictions under REACH
Annex XVII for toys and baby products.

Electrical and electronic devices that exceed the 0.1% (by weight) per
homogeneous material limit can no longer be sold as of July 22, 2019. An
extended phase-out period will be in place until 2021 for medical equipment and
monitoring and control instruments only.

Manufacturers and importers should therefore ensure that their products no longer
contain these substances, otherwise they may face expensive consequences
such as product recalls. DEKRA recommends an effective combination of
measures such as supplier management and analyzing random samples in labs.
EN 50581 includes a number of stipulations explaining how this can be done.

About DEKRA

DEKRA has been active in the field of safety for more than 90 years. Founded in 1925 in
Berlin as Deutscher Kraftfahrzeug-Uberwachungs-Verein e.V., it is today one of the
world’s leading expert organizations. DEKRA SE is a subsidiary of DEKRA e.V. and
manages the Group’s operating business. In 2018, DEKRA generated estimated sales
totaling more than 3.3 billion euros. The company currently employs more than 46,000
people in approximately 60 countries on all six continents. With qualified and independent
expert services, they work for safety on the road, at work and at home. These services
range from vehicle inspection and expert appraisals to claims services, industrial and
building inspections, safety consultancy, testing and certification of products and systems,
as well as training courses and temporary work. The vision for the company’s 100th
birthday in 2025 is that DEKRA will be the global partner for a safe world.
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