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PwC, DEKRA and the City of Hamburg’s 
Innovation Fund plan to launch "CertifAI" for 
the testing of AI products 
 
• Proposed launch of international certification provider for Artificial Intelligence  

• "CertifAI" will support, test, and certify AI products from development to final 

product. 

 

The auditing and consulting firm PwC Germany, the largest non-listed expert 

organization DEKRA and the City of Hamburg plan to cooperate to launch a 

company for the testing and certification of Artificial Intelligence (AI) prod-

ucts. The project is subject to clearance by the anti-trust authorities.  

 

The growth potential of the global AI market is enormous. By 2028, the market is 

expected to increase tenfold and reach a total volume of 150 billion US dollars. As 

a result, there is a gap in the market for a company that focuses primarily on the 

security needs of AI technology. CertifAI plans to fill this gap by helping businesses 

comply with standards and regulatory requirements for AI-based products. 

 

Perfect Partners for Trustworthy AI  

This combination of competencies in the field of AI is truly unique, the spokesper-

son for PwC Germany’s management and co-responsible for planning the joint 

venture, Petra Justenhoven summarizes: "DEKRA, as a shareholder in CertifAI, 

brings many years of expertise in the testing and certification of Cyber Physical 

Systems (CPS). And we, PwC, contribute our know-how regarding the strategic 

view of Artificial Intelligence’s opportunities and risks and how these will transform 

the economy. This is also where our long-standing investment in “Digital Trust in 

AI” and our role in shaping regulatory issues pays off. The City of Hamburg’s com-

mitment further demonstrates the public interest in trustworthy AI-based products. 

We look forward to CertifAI’s planned launch in the market this winter." 
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The focus of the joint venture will be on a solution and customer-oriented service 

offering that specializes in the individual testing of AI products and components. 

At the same time, the company will help with compliance regarding industry-spe-

cific norms and standards, such as those found in the automotive industry, to en-

sure a safe and trustworthy use of AI. "Current regulations are mostly not yet spe-

cific to AI and new ones need to be evolved. Applying these regulations in a prac-

tical way is the key for the time-to-market for digital applications and thus innova-

tion," elaborates Hendrik Reese, partner and expert in the Trust in AI practice at 

PwC Germany.  

 

Clear regulatory framework needed for AI safety and quality 

Therefore, from day one the company will cooperate closely with the private and 

public sector, legislators, and regulators. Stan Zurkiewicz, DEKRA CEO and chair-

man of the board stresses: "The AI sector’s regulations, which serve as a vital 

basis for testing and certification, must keep pace with its rapid development. This 

is the only way to ensure user safety whilst building and expanding trust in Artificial 

Intelligence." The CEO of DEKRA DIGITAL, Dr. Kerim Galal, adds: "Trust is the 

foundation for the acceptance of AI in all aspects of life. Society has a legitimate 

interest in AI being safe and trustworthy." 

 

Milestone for the AI-site Hamburg 

Michael Westhagemann, the Hanseatic City of Hamburg’s Senator for Economic 

Affairs, emphasizes: "AI is a key technology which is already being used today in 

many industries such as logistics, aviation, life science and the energy sector. In 

the future, this technology will shape many more areas of society and business 

and change our lives. CertifAI will set quality standards for Artificial Intelligence 

and thus create more trust. I am pleased to be involved in the foundation of the 

certification provider through the Innovation Fund Hamburg (“Innovationsstarter 

Fonds Hamburg”). This is another milestone both for Hamburg as an AI site and 

for more trust in this groundbreaking technology." 

 

 

About PwC 

PwC sees its mission as building societal trust and solving important problems. More than 
327,000 employees in 152 countries contribute to this with high-quality, industry-specific 
services in the areas of audit, tax and management consulting. 
The term PwC refers to the PwC network and/or one or more of the legally independent 
network firms. More details at www.pwc.com/structure. 
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About DEKRA 

DEKRA has been active in the field of safety for almost 100 years. Founded in 1925 in 
Berlin as Deutscher Kraftfahrzeug-Überwachungs-Verein e.V., it is today one of the 
world’s leading expert organizations. DEKRA SE is a subsidiary of DEKRA e.V. and man-
ages the Group’s operating business. In 2022, DEKRA generated preliminary sales total-
ing almost EUR 3.7 billion. The company currently employs over 48,000 people (as of 
30.09.2022) in approximately 60 countries on all continents. With qualified and independ-
ent expert services, they work for safety on the road, at work and at home. These services 
range from vehicle inspection and expert appraisals to claims services, industrial and 
building inspections, safety consultancy, testing and certification of products and systems, 
as well as training courses and temporary work. The vision for the company’s 100th birth-
day in 2025 is that DEKRA will be the global partner for a safe, secure, and sustainable 
world. With a platinum rating from EcoVadis, DEKRA is now in the top one percent of 
sustainable businesses ranked. DEKRA DIGITAL is an independent subsidiary of DEKRA. 
In line with its vision of "Innovating Safety", the company's mission is to drive new, inno-
vative solutions in an increasingly digitalized world, including in the field of Artificial Intelli-
gence. 

 


