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Car Tire Repair 

It doesn’t always have to be a new one 
 Tire repair is often cheaper and conserves resources 

 DEKRA recommendation: A job for a specialist garage 

 Using puncture spray means repairing is out of the question 

A flat tire on the car is not only unpleasant and annoying but it can also cost a lot 
of money. However, it doesn't always have to be a new tire. A cheaper and 
resource-saving solution is to repair the tire. But in which cases is tire repair 
possible and what needs to be considered? 

“In principle, a lot can be repaired on tires”, explains Christian Koch, tire specialist at 
expert organization DEKRA. Minor damage does not necessarily mean that the entire 
tire has to be replaced. If repaired professionally, you can often still use it for a long 
time.  

“There is a myth that you can only repair tires that are approved up to a certain speed. 
That's definitely not true”, emphasizes Koch. “It always depends on the extent of the 
damage and the overall condition of the tire.” For example, it must not have been 
driven in a depressurized state. In particular, the area where the tread joins the 
sidewall must not show any damage. Motorcycle tires may only be repaired in the 
tread area.  

 

Assessing repairability requires expertise and experience 

“The tricky thing about repairing a tire is not so much carrying out the repair itself as 
making a well-founded assessment of whether tire damage is, in fact, repairable. This 
is a complex issue that belongs in the hands of a specialist garage with trained and 
experienced personnel”, emphasizes the expert. This is a job with responsibility, 
because with the repair, the company often assumes liability for ensuring that the tire 
is roadworthy and has the same performance characteristics as the original.   
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Removal from the rim is indispensable 

In order to assess whether a tire is suitable for repair, it is absolutely necessary to 
remove it from the rim. This is the only way the specialist can check the tire in its 
entirety from the inside: for example, whether the sidewall has remained undamaged 
or whether the puncture is too large. “If the tire is repaired from the outside, there is 
no such certainty. The risk of tire failure, possibly at higher driving speeds, is always 
present”, warns the expert. 

“From a technical point of view, the actual tire repair isn’t rocket science”, says the 
DEKRA tire expert. It is even repeatedly suggested to consumers as a simple, do-it-
yourself solution. However, the expert recommends that laymen keep their hands off 
it. In addition to training, specialist knowledge and experience, this also requires the 
equipment needed to remove the tire from the rim.  

 

Don't make any mistakes in the event of a puncture 

If you want to keep the option of a tire repair open, you must not make any mistakes 
in the event of a puncture. “If you fill the tire with a puncture spray to seal the 
puncture from the inside, for example, you will not be able to have the tire repaired 
afterwards, but will have to replace it”, explains Christian Koch.  

You should also not drive on with a flat tire, even for short distances; this would 
damage the tire beyond repair. It is also not advisable to pull objects that caused the 
puncture out of the tire, as this leads directly to a rapid loss of pressure.  

Important to know: If you use a puncture spray, for example, or insert rubberized 
cords from the outside to seal a puncture, you must visit a workshop quickly. “Such 
solutions are only suitable for short distances. They do not constitute a repair, but 
merely a short-term restoration of the tire's functional properties”, says the expert.  

A flexible solution for a flat tire is a complete spare or an emergency wheel in the car, 
provided there is enough space in the trunk. This also gives you the option of having 
the tire repaired afterwards. 

About DEKRA 

DEKRA was originally founded in 1925 to ensure road safety through vehicle inspection. With a 
much wider scope today, DEKRA is the world’s largest independent non-listed expert 
organization in the testing, inspection, and certification sector. As a global provider of 
comprehensive services and solutions, we help our customers improve their safety, security, and 
sustainability outcomes. In 2022, DEKRA generated sales totaling nearly EUR 3.8 billion. The 
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company currently employs almost 50,000 people who offer qualified and independent expert 
services in approximately 60 countries on five continents. With a platinum rating from EcoVadis, 
DEKRA is now in the top one percent of sustainable businesses ranked. 


