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DEKRA highlights amendment of the CLP regulation 

New Regulations for Labeling Hazardous 
Substances 
Following the lead of the European Parliament, the Council of EU Environment 
Ministers recently approved the amended version of the CLP Regulation. Among 
other things, this includes new rules for labeling hazardous substances and for 
online trading. DEKRA recommends that formulators and distributors familiarize 
themselves with the new requirements in good time to ensure the legal 
compliance of their own products in the long term. 

The main changes concern the design of labels for hazardous substances. New are 
the precise requirements for a minimum type size (1.2 mm for the letter “x”) and line 
spacing. Moreover, the label is to be printed in black on a white background in order to 
improve legibility.  

Folded labels are also expressly permitted to provide space for extensive content and 
several languages. In addition, the obligation to amend the label of a product that is 
reclassified after it is placed on the market has been worded more precisely and a six-
month deadline introduced. 

Publication in the Official Journal of the European Communities is expected within the 
coming weeks. This will also clarify when the transition periods for the various 
requirements will expire. Jochen Dettke, Chemical Safety Product Manager at DEKRA: 
“Formulators and distributors should familiarize themselves with the new 
requirements in good time to ensure the legal compliance of their own products in the 
long term.” 

A further change concerns online trading. On the one hand, the full hazard label 
pursuant to Article 17 must be included for the product in the online store. Previously, 
this was not necessary in the B2B segment. It has also been clarified that only 
commercial importers can operate international mail order businesses. Private 
imports via Chinese trading platforms, for example, will no longer be allowed. 
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DEKRA also offers webinars on this topic. More information is available at: 

https://www.dekra.com/en/safety-data-sheets-and-hazardous-substance-labeling/ 

About DEKRA 
DEKRA was originally founded in 1925 to ensure road safety through vehicle inspection. With a 
much wider scope today, DEKRA is the world’s largest independent non-listed expert 
organization in the testing, inspection, and certification sector. As a global provider of 
comprehensive services and solutions, we help our customers improve their safety, security, 
and sustainability outcomes. In 2023, DEKRA generated revenue of EUR 4.1 billion. The 
company currently employs around 49,000 people who offer qualified and independent expert 
services in approximately 60 countries on five continents. With a platinum rating from 
EcoVadis, DEKRA is now in the top one percent of sustainable businesses ranked. 
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