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Nine out of ten years with no road fatalities 

DEKRA Vision Zero Award for the city of Rheine 
 Mayor: „Multitude of measures have had great positive effect” 

 Goal of zero traffic fatalities achieved in many cities around the world 

 Data from 29 countries: Interactive map at www.dekra-vision-zero.com   

The DEKRA Vision Zero Award 2024 goes to the German city of Rheine. The city 
with a population of around 78,000 has not had a single road fatality in urban 
traffic in nine of the past ten years. The road safety experts at DEKRA are 
recognizing this achievement with the award. Rainer Steffens, head of the EU 
representation of the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia, accepted the 
award on behalf of the city at the DEKRA annual reception in Brussels. 

DEKRA experts continuously evaluate the latest accident statistics available for the 
interactive online world map at www.dekra-vision-zero.com. For a total of 29 countries 
in several continents, the map shows those cities with more than 50,000 inhabitants 
that have achieved the goal of zero traffic deaths in at least one year since 2009. Since 
2016, particularly successful European municipalities have been honored with the 
DEKRA Vision Zero Award. “Vision Zero” means the goal of zero traffic deaths – and, in 
the next step, of zero serious injuries – on the roads. 

“The fact that Vision Zero is not a utopian dream, but a reality that can be achieved 
already today, is demonstrated not only by our award winners, but also by many other 
cities and towns around the world”, said DEKRA CEO Stan Zurkiewicz at the award 
ceremony. “More than 1,400 cities, in the 29 countries we have analyzed, have 
achieved zero traffic deaths at least once, many of them for several consecutive years. 
However, every fatality on the road is one too many.” Efforts must continue to get ever 
closer to the goal of zero traffic death in more and more cities, as well as outside the 
urban areas, said Mr. Zurkiewicz. 

“I am surprised that we have such an excellent road safety record in a global 
comparison”, said Dr. Peter Lüttmann, Mayor of Rheine, about the award. ”I am all the 
more pleased about the fact that the multitude of our road safety measures in terms 
of construction as well as organization have had such a great and positive effect.”  
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In Europe, a total of more than 900 towns and cities over 50,000 inhabitants have 
already achieved the goal of zero traffic deaths in at least one year since 2009. Now 
fewer than 21 of the 22 European countries for which the relevant data is available 
have successful “Vision Zero” cities, the highest numbers being recorded not 
surprisingly in the populous countries such as Germany (162 towns and cities), the 
United Kingdom (147), Spain (130), France (101) and Italy (77). The European list 
includes 37 large cities with well over 200,000 inhabitants – among the largest are 
Mönchengladbach (Germany), Bergen (Norway), Katowice (Poland), Newcastle (UK), 
Vigo (Spain), and Espoo (Finland). 

 

Picture Caption 

Vision Zero Award Rheine 1: The German city of Rheine has been honored with the DEKRA 
Vision Zero Award 2024 for its road safety success. Rainer Steffens, head of the EU 
representation of the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia (right), accepted the award on 
behalf of the city from DEKRA CEO Stan Zurkiewicz in Brussels. 
 Photo: Alexander Louvet / DEKRA 

Vision Zero Award Rheine 2: The German city of Rheine has been honored with the DEKRA 
Vision Zero Award 2024 for its road safety success. Rainer Steffens, head of the EU 
representation of the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia (center), accepted the award on 
behalf of the city from DEKRA CEO Stan Zurkiewicz (2nd from left) in Brussels. Also in the picture 
(from left): Markus Ferber, MEP; Jens Gieseke, MEP; Kristian Schmidt, EU Road Safety 
Coordinator.  Photo: Alexander Louvet / DEKRA 

 

The recipients of the DEKRA Vision Zero Award to date: 

• 2016: Kerpen (Germany) 
• 2017: Torrejón de Ardoz (Spain) 
• 2018: Bad Homburg (Germany) 
• 2019: Lüdenscheid (Germany) 
• 2020: Siero (Spain) 
• 2021: nicht vergeben 
• 2022: Mikkeli (Finland) 
• 2023: Karlstad (Sweden) 
• 2024: Rheine (Germany) 
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About DEKRA 

DEKRA was originally founded in 1925 to ensure road safety through vehicle inspection. With a 
much wider scope today, DEKRA is the world’s largest independent non-listed expert 
organization in the testing, inspection, and certification sector. As a global provider of 
comprehensive services and solutions, we help our customers improve their safety, security, and 
sustainability outcomes. In 2023, DEKRA generated revenue of EUR 4.1 billion. The company 
currently employs around 49,000 people who offer qualified and independent expert services in 
approximately 60 countries on five continents. With a platinum rating from EcoVadis, DEKRA is 
now in the top one percent of sustainable businesses ranked. 


