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DEKRA advises certification in accordance with IFS Broker 

Ensuring Safety in the Food Trade 
Distributors have a key role in food safety. They are the link between producers 
and retailers and have the responsible task of ensuring and monitoring the 
transparency of the supply chain. Recent incidents involving contaminated 
foodstuffs reveal the need for action. Moreover, the Ukraine war has made it 
necessary to establish new supply chains in many areas of the food industry. 
DEKRA experts advise the food trade to go through an audit and obtain 
certification in accordance with the recognized IFS Broker standard in order to 
master the new challenges.   

One basic problem in food safety is that analyses can only identify known substances. 
Given the lack of transparency in the many intermediate stages, additives that are 
unsuitable for consumption, false declarations, and contamination may go 
unrecognized.  

IFS Broker (Version 3.1, 2021) is a helpful and internationally recognized standard for 
auditing and evaluating compliance with all statutory and customer-specific 
requirements (service compliance). It primarily addresses companies and individuals 
involved in trading with food and its ingredients: agents, trading agencies, brokers, 
and importers. 

To ensure that brokers look more closely at their supply chains and are able to enforce 
quality requirements, the IFS Broker standard contains an extensive list of control 
points. The key areas are corporate responsibility, quality and product safety 
management systems, and resource management for the planning and service 
process. 

The IFS Broker audit applies to legal persons and companies, irrespective of whether 
they are the owners of the products. Unlike in other systems, brokers do not 
necessarily take physical possession of the products in warehouses, packing stations, 
or transport vehicles, for example. The IFS Broker standard focuses on assessing how 
brokers select and manage the suppliers and service providers for the products 
required by customers.   

https://www.dekra-certification.de/en/ifs-certification/ 
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http://www.dekra.de/de/ifs-broker-zertifizierung
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About DEKRA 

DEKRA was originally founded in 1925 to ensure road safety through vehicle inspection. With a 
much wider scope today, DEKRA is the world’s largest independent non-listed expert 
organization in the testing, inspection, and certification sector. As a global provider of 
comprehensive services and solutions, we help our customers improve their safety, security, and 
sustainability outcomes. In 2023, DEKRA generated revenue of EUR 4.1 billion. The company 
currently employs around 49,000 people who offer qualified and independent expert services in 
approximately 60 countries on five continents. With a platinum rating from EcoVadis, DEKRA is 
now in the top one percent of sustainable businesses ranked. 
 

 


