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UK Companies 
The British government will be bringing in UK 
REACH, under the European Union (Withdrawal) 
Act 2018, which should come into force on January 
1st, 2021. It is largely the same as EU REACH but 
limited to the UK. EU REACH registrations will no 
longer be valid. Companies holding an EU REACH 
registration can receive a new UK REACH 
registration via a ‘grandfathering’ process. This 
requires them to set up an account with the new 
UK REACH-IT system by April 30, 2021 and submit 
a basic dossier. Registration in this case is free of 
charge. Registrants then have to complete the 
information requirements within the maximum 
9-year* transition period.

Companies that previously purchased substances 
and mixtures from EU registrants as downstream 
users, or whose imports from the EU are covered 
by Only Representatives (OR) according to REACH 
Art. 8, can make a „Downstream User Import 
Notification“ (DUIN). To do this, they set up an 
account with the new UK REACH-IT system by 
October 27, 2021 and make a simple report 
regarding existing shipments. They then have a 
transition period, of up to 9 years*, during which 
they have to submit a completed registration. 
Alternatively, the EU supplier can appoint a UK-
based OR to carry out the registration for the 
substance. A registration fee is required for these 
registrations.

With the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the EU and the end of the 
transition period on December 31, 2020, the applicability of EU Regulation No. 
1907/2006 (REACH) ends in the UK. The following day, a corresponding British 
law comes into force (UK REACH). Companies involved in the trade of 
chemicals across borders must quickly adapt to the new rules.

Companies Outside the UK
Companies in the EU that purchase substances 
and mixtures from a British registrant will be 
considered importers according to EU REACH 
starting on January 1, 2021 and need a new 
registration. It may be possible for the UK 
company to transfer its EU registration to the 
customer or an EU only representative before 
December 31, 2020. The EU company can also look 
for another supplier who has its own registration 
for the substance. Otherwise, the importer itself 
must immediately register the substance.

Companies in the EU that supply substances and 
mixtures to the UK no longer have their own 
access to this market. Their British customers can 
do a DUIN (see above) and thus continue to import 
from their EU supplier for a transitional period. 
Alternatively, EU manufacturers / formulators can 
appoint a UK-based OR who covers the existing 
imports and makes a DUIN declaration for this 
purpose. This means that the product composition 
can remain confidential. However, until the 
substance has been fully registered, it is not 
possible to acquire new customers in the UK.

DEADLINE TONNAGE HAZARD PROPERTIES

2 + 3 YEARS* FROM OCTOBER 28, 2021 ≥ 1000 T/A > CMR: 1 T/A
> VERY TOXIC FOR AQUATIC 
ORGANISMS: 100 T/A
> CANDIDATE LIST SUBSTANCES (AS OF 
31.12.2020)

4 + 3 YEARS* FROM OCTOBER 28, 2021 ≥ 100 T/A CANDIDATE LIST SUBSTANCES (AS OF 
27.10.2023)

6 + 3 YEARS* FROM OCTOBER 28, 2021 ≥ 1 T/A
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Companies in Northern Ireland
According to the Northern Ireland Protocol negotiated between the EU and UK, the EU rules, including 
EU REACH, continue to apply to Northern Ireland. UK REACH, however, does not apply to companies in 
Northern Ireland. Substances manufactured in Northern Ireland or imported into Northern Ireland 
must be registered with the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), including substances imported into 
Northern Ireland from the UK. Substances that are shipped from Northern Ireland to the EU / EEA are 
not considered „imports” from the point of view of registration.

How DEKRA Helps
For more than 30 years, DEKRA has been supporting companies with the numerous obligations of 
chemical law, from safety data sheets to REACH registration to hazardous substance management in 
industrial settings. DEKRA has been the sole agent for companies in many parts of the world for over 10 
years and is a member of the ORO Association of Only Representatives. With immediate effect and with 
the expertise of its UK Division, DEKRA also supports affected companies as a sole representative under 
UK REACH.

DEKRA Organisational & Process Safety 
Contact
DEKRA Organisational and Process Safety are a behavioural change and process safety consultancy 
company. Working in collaboration with our clients, our approach is to assess the process safety and 
influence the safety culture with the aim of making a difference.
In terms of behavioural change, we deliver the skills, methods, and motivation to change leadership 
attitudes, behaviours, and decision-making among employees. Supporting our clients in creating a 
culture of care and measurable sustainable improvement of safety outcomes is our goal.
The breadth and depth of expertise in process safety makes us globally recognised specialists and 
trusted advisors. We help our clients understand and evaluate their risks, and we work together to 
develop pragmatic solutions. Our value-adding and practical approach integrate specialist process 
safety management, engineering, and testing. We seek to educate and grow client competence in order 
to provide sustainable performance improvement. Partnering with our clients, we combine technical 
expertise with a passion for life preservation, harm reduction and asset protection.
We are a service unit of DEKRA SE, a global leader in safety since 1925 with over 48,000 employees in 60 
countries and five continents. As a part of the world’s leading expert organisation DEKRA, we are the 
global partner for a safe world.
We have offices throughout North America, Europe, and Asia.

For more information visit 
www.dekra-uk.co.uk

Would you like more information?

Contact


